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Linking People to God and One Another obert Holden

Who’s the Boss of Me?

1 Everyone must submit to governing authorities.
For all authority comes from God, and those in
positions of authority have been placed there by
God. 2 So anyone who rebels against authority is
rebelling against what God has instituted, and
they will be punished. 3 For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are
doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without
fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and they will honour you. 4 The
authorities are God'’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong,
of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are
God'’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what is
wrong. 5 So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to
keep a clear conscience.

6 Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers need to
be paid. They are serving God in what they do. 7 Give to everyone what you
owe them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those who collect them, and
give respect and honour to those who are in authority. Romans 8:1-7 (NLT)
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What’s at the root of this?

The of God
See Daniel 4:17, Acts17:26-27

The to obedience




First of all, then, | urge that petitions, prayers, requests, and thanksgivings be
offered to God for all people; for kings and all others who are in authority, that we
may live a quiet and peaceful life with all reverence toward God and with proper
conduct. This is good and it pleases God our Saviour, who wants everyone to be
saved and to come to know the truth. 1 Timothy 2:1-4 (GNT)

Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you into

exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.
Jeremiah 29:7 (NIV)
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Key to Bible translations
NIV New International Version, NLT New Living Translation, GNT Good News Translation
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